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GREETINGS


Dear all,


Since our last conference at Lake Seeburg, Germany in May 2011 some important 
steps towards the “mainstreaming” of LEVEL5 have been taken.


The Leuven conference and the precedent 4-day training course carried out in 
Alden Biesen mark an important milestone in the development of our network 
and the LEVEL5 approach.
Since May, REVEAL members have been invited ever frequently to present 
LEVEL5 in conferences and workshops at national and European level. LEVEL5 has 
created curiosity and met big interest among major stakeholders – not only in 
the field of Adult Education but increasingly also in Vocational Training and in 
Higher Education.


Very recently we received the great news that also our fifth project entitled 
VITA, submitted to the Commission and firstly put on the reserve list, is about to 
be cleared for funding. VITA shall bridge the four LLP sectors in the field of 
validating personal and social competences and develop interfaces between 
LEVEL5 and the EQF based validation systems. 


We are extremely happy that we may share our ideas and developments with 
you and that we have the opportunity to create our “bottom-up” network 
together. The next REVEAL conference is planned in Summer/Autumn 2012 and 
we are very much looking forward to welcoming you again on this occasion.


Meanwhile, take some time and enjoy our megazine from the Leuven conference!


All the best


Tim Scholze


REVEAL


www.reveal-eu.org
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KEYNOTES


WORKSHOPS


09.00-09.30  Registration and Welcome


09.30-10.00  Icebreaking activities


   Speed Dating and creating common ground: terms and definitions


10.00-11.00  Keynote (Dr. Tim Scholze, BUPNET, Germany) 


   Validation of learning outcomes


11.30-12.00  Keynote (Esther Gelabert, Belies Consulting, Spain) 


   The Impact of European mobility on employability


12.00-13.00  Workshop 


   Evidencing learning outcomes in mobility actions


13.00-14.00  Lunch Break


14.00-14.30  Keynote (Guy Tilkin, Alden Biesen, Belgium)


   Learning in EU-Projects and evalutaion of competence development


14.30-15.30  Workshop


   Impact of transnational project work on the learning biography


15.30-16.00 Feedback & Conclusion


NETWORKING 
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LEVEL 5


Informal and non-formal learning is not only delivered by main-stream educational providers. 


All kind of social organisations and self organised entities may also deal with “informal 


learning” – and may not even be aware of it.


Thus informal and non-formal learning is a rather ambivalent topic: On the one hand it is highly 


recognised by educational experts, but on the other hand there is not much consciousness 


about the value in the field and – as consequence – there are relatively few and rather 


scattered approaches to give evidence of this important modality/way of learning.


This is also one of the reasons why “Validating of informal and non-formal learning” is currently 


one of the top priorities on the educational agenda of the European Commission.


However, there are major systematic obstacles to validating informal and non-formal learning 


since the uncountable variety of learning contexts, contents and the lack of specified learning 


objectives are limiting a standardised evaluation.


One should also keep in mind that the goals of educational administration and funding bodies 


in regard to validation of informal and non-formal learning 


(->standards) do not necessarily match with those of the experts working in the field, e.g. in 


grass-root projects (->individualism).


These fundamental target conflicts have to be considered when evaluating “informal and 


non-formal learning” especially in order to secure that it may serve those target groups that are 


already disadvantaged in the formal education system.


Informal and Non-Formal Learning
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LEVEL 5


www.reveal-eu.org


The topic “validation of informal learning” has become a key issue in all educational 


sectors of the EU in the recent years. 


The validation of learning outcomes in formal contexts, be it in schools, universities or 


formal vocational training, is a rather clear issue since subject oriented standards can 


be applied.


When it comes to social and personal competences there is a lack of instruments to 


assess, evidence and document learning outcomes and learners’ developments. 


However, these are exactly the competences which have become increasingly 


important in societies strongly based on the service economy. They are mainly acquired 


in informal contexts such as in extracurricular school (and HE) activities, through 


societal learning (active citizenship) or simply through learning by doing in the 


workplace.


In the Leuven conference we focused on learning in collaborative European projects 


and mobility projects/activities that are certainly also non-formal or informal learning 


spaces and that serve to a large extent to the acquisition of personal and social 


competences.


An “off the shelf”-assessment of those personal and social competences against 


standardised systems (e.g. on the basis of EQF, ECVET and ECTS) is barely 


conceivable, because they are mostly not suitable to display non-cognitive learning 


outcomes.


In the presented projects VIP (Validation of Informal learning in European Projects) and 


VILMA (Validation of Informal Learning in Mobility Actions) we have been using the 


LEVEL5 system for assessing and evidencing those skills and competences.


Validation of Informal and Non-Formal Learning
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LEVEL 5


Our approach for Validating Informal and Non-Formal Learning








www.vip-eu.org


VIP and VILMA


www.vilma-eu.org
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THE CONFERENCE - ICEBREAKING AND FIRST KEYNOTE 


Introduction to the LEVEL5 approach to validate informal and non-formal learning


by Tim Scholze 


The Keynote


THE LOCATION


Icebreaking activity
Rotation 6 times


Questions:


Who am I?
My professional background
My experience with validation


6 terms to discuss:
ECVET/EQF
validation
informal/non-formal/formal learning
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THE CONFERENCE   KEYNOTE 1


KEYNOTE 1


Esther Gelabert (Belies Consulting Spain)


Learning Mobility Employability and self-accomplishment


The complete presentation 
can be downloaded from
www.reveal-eu.org
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THE CONFERENCE  THE WORKSHOPS


Workshop 1


WORKSHOP 1 


Programmes: Leonardo da Vinci, Learning Partnerships, Comenius 


-> What is the value of mobility in these specific domains?


-> What are learning outcomes of mobility actions (which 
competences will be developed?)


-> What would be the benefit of a validation of learning outcomes in 
mobility actions?


-> Which competences could be validated?
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THE CONFERENCE  THE WORKSHOPS


Workshop 2
WORKSHOP 2


Task:
-> Presentation of the VIP Inventories
-> Taking out 1 competence from the VIP inventory, 
     studying the related reference system
-> Interviewing the person
-> Rating the competence development
-> Conclusion: How can it be mainstreamed/used in projects
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THE PARTICIPANTS


THE PARTICIPANTS


THE PARTICIPANTS


THE PARTICIPANTS


THE PARTICIPANTS
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IMPRESSUM 


For any further information please contact
info@reveal-eu.org


Conception & Realisation


This publication has been funded in the framework of 


the project VIP (503107-2009-DE-GMP) has been 


funded with support from the European Commission. 


This communication reflects the views only of the 


author, and the Commission cannot be held 


responsible for any use which may be made of the 


information contained therein. 
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